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MND Scotland Ignite ECR Competition 
Application Form
Thank you for considering taking part in the MND Scotland Ignite ECR competition. In striving to 'make time count' for people affected by MND, it is important that we only fund the best research. We are also mindful of your time, so please read the guidance information contained on this front page and in the appendices before proceeding.

About our Ignite ECR competition
This competition is designed to encourage early career researchers to embark on their own small scale research projects in MND. For example, this may be investigating pre-existing data available to researchers from a new angle, creating a prototype of a piece of care equipment, or interviewing people affected by MND to create an improved care plan or guidance. 

How many prizes are there?
There will be up to five initial prizes winners at the first stage of the competition. At the second stage, one final winner will be selected from the initial five. 

How much is the prize? 
The initial, up to five, winners will receive a prize of £2,000 to be spent on the work outlined in their application. 
One final winner, selected from the initial prize winners, will be awarded an additional £10,000 to carry out the further work outlined in their final report.
Please note this application is for one of the initial awards of a £2,000 prize.

How long are the projects?
The projects to be carried out with the £2,000 prize must be completed, and final reports must be submitted within 9 months of award. This includes a section on how they would develop this work if they were awarded £10,000. Each £2,000 winner will also be asked to create a poster to present at an MND Scotland Ignite ECR competition poster session to the awarding panel.
The winner of the £10,000 will have 12 months from the date of award to complete their project with a further 3 months provided to complete their final report.

What type of projects are we looking for?

The Ignite competition should be thought of as an opportunity to spark creativity and imagination. We want applicants to be inventive in how they plan to use the £2,000 prize, no matter what the area of MND research, or techniques being used. You may decide to use the award to help prove a hypothesis, design equipment, investigate a completely new, thinking outside the box, idea, or something completely different. We encourage applications from all areas of MND research, some things you may think about include (but are not limited to):
· Contributing to a stage of the basic science research pathway
· Utilising underused data resources
· Improving care
· Finding ways to improve a person’s quality of life
· Finding ways to tackle a problem faced by people with MND
· Interviewing people affected by MND
· Utilising new technologies 
· Making use of AI 
· Novel equipment ideas that could help people with MND
· Generating new pilot data or information
· Looking at existing research from a new angle
· Making use of tissue banks
· Improving services for people affected by MND

Am I eligible? 
Applicants must be UK based (e.g. studying/working at a UK research institute, within a UK NHS health board, or company)
Applicants must be an ECR as defined by not holding a PhD at the time of application or being less than ten years post PhD award at the time of application. 
It is not required to have your lab supervisor as a co-applicant on the project. However, having their support both for advice and providing time and lab space would be helpful.
To be eligible for the £10,000 award applicants must complete their £2,000 project and submit their final report within the 9 months, and present at the poster session.

When does the competition open?
The competition will open on 01 August 2026 and the deadline for applications is 31 October 2026. 

How do I apply?
Please complete this application form and email it to research@mndscotland.org.uk. You can also send an email to this address if you would like to discuss your application in advance of submission.

How will the prize be awarded?
If the funds won are to be used, as outlined in your application, to pay for resources which must be accessed/paid for via your University/NHS Board/Company (e.g. access to data, antibodies and kits etc.), you must organise with your finance department for them to receive the prize on your behalf and set up a temporary grant code for you to use the funds. 

If the funds won are to be used, as outlined in your application, to pay for something such as travel costs to interview people affected by MND, the prize may be paid directly to you.

Please note, in both cases we will require a list of all transactions attributed to the awarded prize. You can contact us at research@mndscotland.org.uk if you would like advice on this. 

Anything else I need to know?
If your research proposal requires input from people affected by MND, your application must be accompanied by a completed 'Involving People in Research' form. This will allow us to assess what support and assistance MND Scotland can provide you. 

What We Need From You
In addition to completion of the content on the following pages, applicants must also provide the following supplementary materials, where relevant:
· Supporting letters from supervisor/co-applicants/collaborators        (if relevant)
· Intellectual property agreements 					        (if relevant)
· Valid copy of ethical approval				            (if relevant/available)
· Involving People in Research request form 				        (if relevant) 

Further Information
Guidance related to completing this form can be found in Appendix ii.
You can learn more about our current research portfolio here. 
MND Scotland’s Privacy Policy can be found here.


Application Cover Sheet

	[bookmark: _Hlk96093268]Application Title (20 words max)
	

	Lead Applicant (LA)
	

	LA Institution/health board/workplace (include lab group and supervisor name if relevant)
	

	LA date of PhD Award (if relevant)
	

	LA Email & Phone
	

	Co-Applicant (CA) / Collaborator (Co) (please delete as appropriate)
	

	CA/Co Institution
	

	CA/Co Email & Phone 
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk97209388]Co-Applicant (CA) / Collaborator (Co) (please delete as appropriate)
	

	CA/Co Institution
	

	CA/Co Email & Phone 
	





Researcher Mailing List
MND Scotland is creating a mailing list for researchers, which we will use to advertise our funding opportunities and other relevant information for researchers. Please indicate if you would like to be included - please note, we may not be able to contact you directly about future funding opportunities if we don’t have your consent to do so.

	Please add me to you researcher mailing list                                       Yes ☐    No☐  

	Your Name 
	

	Email address
	




If you would like any of your lab members/colleagues to join the mailing list, they can sign up via this link: https://forms.office.com/r/gFhhU4HvAU

Application Overview

Scientific Summary (250 words max) 


Abstract for a lay audience (150 words max)
Please complete this section in plain English – avoiding scientific terms wherever possible. Please cover the following points:
· What is the aim of the project? 
· How will it benefit people affected by MND?
· What is the reason for this study?
· Where could your research findings lead next?


About your application

Does the research proposed require participation by people affected by MND? Yes ☐ No ☐
If so, please also complete our ‘Involving people in research’ form found here

Does the research proposed involve translation into practice (e.g. a device         Yes ☐ No ☐
development to be made available to people with MND)? 				


Keywords

Please list five research-related keywords that best describe your application. For example: “drug discovery”, “quality of life”, “microscopy”. 

	Keyword 1
	

	Keyword 2
	

	Keyword 3
	

	Keyword 4
	

	Keyword 5
	




Administration, Finance and Research Environment

Details of expected use of prize funds
These must relate to the delivery of this project. You may wish to present your budgeting in table format. Please provide as much detail as possible. Some examples to consider may be things like “consumables”, “travel costs” or “access to data”. Failure to submit sufficient information may impede our ability to determine the cost-effectiveness of the application. Please also consider the following:

· We currently do not cover open access publication charges. 
· Please include any costs associated with involving people affected by MND as participants in your research (but be mindful of the possible financial implications for participants e.g. in relation to benefits payments).























Research environment 
We want to understand the environment that you will be carrying out this work in. Please indicate:

a) Do you have access to the resources required to undertake this project (such as specialist lab equipment, pre-existing licenses for software, etc.)? Please give details below:                   

b) How much time do you expect to spend on this project (how will you fit this in amongst your other commitments)?

c) We encourage you to discuss this project with your supervisor/PI/manager. Please provide details about the support you will receive in terms of; time/resources afforded to carry out this project, advice or guidance from colleagues and supervisor, and care for your wellbeing and safety.



Commercial Exploitation

Is the proposed research likely to lead to patentable or other commercially exploitable results: 	
			Yes ☐ No ☐
If yes, please give details:



Research Proposal
Please start this section on a new page.
With reference to Appendix ii, please put together a full research proposal. Use the following headers to structure the text. Maximum length 3 pages in Arial font, minimum size 11 point.

· Title of Project
· Rationale for Study 
· Background
· Plan including Timetable
· Relevance to MND Research
· Dissemination, including to People Affected by MND and to wider public 
· Relevant Additional Material
· References


Research Proposal for Review by Lay Reviewers
Please start this section on a new page.
Your application will be reviewed by a person affected by MND. Please write a short outline, in lay terms, that covers the items below. Maximum length 1 page in Arial font, minimum size 11 point.
· The title of the project
· The aim of the project, 
· What it involves, 
· Why it’s necessary and how it relates to other research, 
· What difference your proposed research will make (or aim to make), 
· How the results will be shared (this should include sharing with the public, and sharing with people affected by MND)

Additional Documents Needed
Please also provide these additional documents, where appropriate, preferably in PDF format. 

· Supporting letters from main supervisor/co-applicants/collaborators
(if relevant)			                                                                          Included ☐                      
· Intellectual property agreements (if relevant) 				Included ☐
· Valid copy of ethical approval (if relevant/available) 			Included ☐
· Involving People in Research Request Form (if relevant) 		            Included ☐


Ethical Considerations

Animals
If you plan to use data from animal models or tissue from animals in your project, please contact us at research@mndscotland.org.uk, as we will require additional information.

Ethics
Does the project involve working with people living with, or affected by, MND
(e.g. those diagnosed, family members and carers), or directly with wider public?
                                                                                                                                       Yes ☐ No ☐

If yes, please complete and submit the ‘Involving People in Research’ request form. This will be reviewed alongside your funding application.	

Safety
Does the project involve equipment or procedures, which may be hazardous? Yes ☐ No ☐
				
If yes, please confirm that appropriate safety regulations and procedures 
will be complied with (including institutional lone working policies): 		Yes ☐ No ☐

Data Protection
Please confirm any personal data collected in the course of the project 
will be securely held and handled in accordance with General Data                      Yes ☐ No ☐
Protection Regulation (GDPR) (EU) 2016/679
									
Declaration and Authorisation

I confirm that, if successful, the funds will be distributed to:

Me ☐
My institution* ☐

*If the funds are to be distributed to your institution it is your responsibility to ensure that your institution can support you e.g. by setting up a temporary grant code.

Acceptance of Regulations and Conditions

I declare that the information provided is true and accurate. If my application is successful, I agree to abide by the research terms and conditions set out by MND Scotland.  

Signature of Lead Applicant: 		Date:      


Appendix (i) CURRICULUM VITAE OF Lead Applicant 
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2.	Summary of Education:
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University
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	Qualifications Gained
(Grades where applicable)

	[bookmark: Text79]     
	[bookmark: Text89]     
	[bookmark: Text99]     
	[bookmark: Text109]     
	[bookmark: Text119]     

	[bookmark: Text80]     
	[bookmark: Text90]     
	[bookmark: Text100]     
	[bookmark: Text110]     
	[bookmark: Text120]     

	[bookmark: Text81]     
	[bookmark: Text91]     
	[bookmark: Text101]     
	[bookmark: Text111]     
	[bookmark: Text121]     

	[bookmark: Text82]     
	[bookmark: Text92]     
	[bookmark: Text102]     
	[bookmark: Text112]     
	[bookmark: Text122]     

	[bookmark: Text83]     
	[bookmark: Text93]     
	[bookmark: Text103]     
	[bookmark: Text113]     
	[bookmark: Text123]     

	[bookmark: Text84]     
	[bookmark: Text94]     
	[bookmark: Text104]     
	[bookmark: Text114]     
	[bookmark: Text124]     

	[bookmark: Text85]     
	[bookmark: Text95]     
	[bookmark: Text105]     
	[bookmark: Text115]     
	[bookmark: Text125]     

	[bookmark: Text86]     
	[bookmark: Text96]     
	[bookmark: Text106]     
	[bookmark: Text116]     
	[bookmark: Text126]     

	[bookmark: Text87]     
	[bookmark: Text97]     
	[bookmark: Text107]     
	[bookmark: Text117]     
	[bookmark: Text127]     

	[bookmark: Text88]     
	[bookmark: Text98]     
	[bookmark: Text108]     
	[bookmark: Text118]     
	[bookmark: Text128]     



3.	Posts held with dates:

	Post
	Dates

	[bookmark: Text129]     
	[bookmark: Text134]     

	[bookmark: Text130]     
	[bookmark: Text135]     

	[bookmark: Text131]     
	[bookmark: Text136]     

	[bookmark: Text132]     
	[bookmark: Text137]     

	[bookmark: Text133]     
	[bookmark: Text138]     



4.	All publications in refereed journals (if applicable):
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5.	Additional Information (please provide any additional information you feel is relevant):
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Appendix (ii) GUIDANCE FOR COMPLETION OF RESEARCH PROPOSAL

Research projects are welcome from all areas of MND research – including (but not limited to) laboratory-based, translational and clinical research, social science, engineering, machine learning, and data-based science. 

Your research question should address an aspect of MND that will either progress the search for an effective treatment (e.g. understanding disease mechanism/target identification/biomarker development/diagnostic development/translation into treatment etc) or address an unmet need for the community affected by MND (including carers) or improve standards of care for people with MND.

Please consider the elements below, which relate to your study design, to aid preparation of the research proposal. 

Background to the project
· Description, and the clinical impact, of the health problem being addressed
· What is already known (e.g. previous studies and meta-analysis or systematic reviews that support the proposal)
· Scientific rationale for the study 
· How will this study add to existing knowledge, and how it is novel?
· What are the hypotheses and/or questions to be addressed? 
 
Study Details
· Outline your study population (for example gender ratio of any animals or people data was gathered from)
· Include information on your study design 
· How do you propose to analyse any data you collect or are utilising?
· How have people affected by MND been involved in the development of this research proposal and what are your plans for their future involvement?
· Will people affected by MND be participating in this research? How will you be supporting their needs?

Dissemination and Impact
· Outline how you plan to disseminate outcomes
· What will be the impact of your proposed programme (both in the short and long term)? 
· What would need to happen during the lifetime, and after, of this funding (if successful) to realise long-term impact for people affected by MND?
Research Team
· What is your expertise and how will it help you deliver this project?
· What will co-applicants/collaborators be contributing to the project?

Appendix (iii) HOW YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE ASSESSED

All applications are subjected to rigorous review. Application materials are initially screened by MND Scotland’s Research Team to ensure the applicant and application meets eligibility criteria. 
The application will be reviewed at panel by the MND Scotland Scientific Advisory Panel (SAP) using a scoring system. The highest scoring applications will proceed to the MND Scotland Board of Trustees (BOT), who will ratify the SAP decision on who will be awarded a £2,000 prize. If similarly scoring applications are being considered, priority will be given to an applicant who is working in a Scottish University, health board or company.
MND Scotland endeavours to inform applicants as to the outcome of their submission around 12 weeks after the application deadline on 31 Oct 2026. Due to the nature of the peer review process, this may not always be possible. This is particularly the case for research which is expected to translate into clinical practice, where specialist peer-reviewers may be brought in. 
To facilitate the review process, we will ask you for five key research keywords/phrases that best describe the application content. 
Assessment criteria for your application will focus on scientific quality and likelihood of impact. In addition, the value for money, the quality of the learning, training and career development opportunities will be taken into consideration. 
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