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Blue Badge parking
Reminder of the rules from 1 July
From 1 July, guidance and enforcement around Blue Badge parking is becoming tighter. We want to remind people with MND, their families and carers to check the rules carefully before parking, to help avoid fines or the badge being taken away.
A Blue Badge can make a huge difference, helping people park closer to where they need to go. However, having a Blue Badge does not mean you can park anywhere.
Blue Badges should only be used for the benefit of the person the badge was issued to. Misuse of a badge can prevent disabled people from accessing the parking spaces and concessions they rely on.

When you can use a Blue Badge
You can use your Blue Badge if you are:
· Driving and getting out of the vehicle
· A passenger being picked up or dropped off
The badge must only be used when the badge holder is travelling in the vehicle, or when they are being picked up or dropped off.

Where you can usually park
Blue Badge holders can usually park in:
· Disabled parking spaces
· Pay and display bays
· Parking meter spaces
· Single or double yellow lines, where there are no loading restrictions and it is safe to do so
You should always check nearby signs before parking, as local restrictions can apply.
Car parks may have different rules
Car parks set their own rules for Blue Badge holders. This can include:
· Where you can park
· How long you can stay
· Whether you need to pay
· Whether you need a ticket
· Whether you need to display a parking clock
Please check the signs in each car park before leaving your vehicle.

Places you cannot park with a Blue Badge
Having a Blue Badge does not mean you can park anywhere. You cannot park:
· In loading bays, unless nearby signs say Blue Badge holders are allowed
· Where there are yellow markings on the kerb, unless nearby signs say badge holders can park there at that time
· In parking places reserved for specific users, such as residents or taxis
· On pedestrian crossings or zigzag lines
· At clearways or no-stopping areas
· At bus stops
· On urban clearways during their hours of operation
· On double or single red lines during their hours of operation
· At school “keep clear” markings during the hours shown
· On a yellow no-stopping plate
· In bus, tram or cycle lanes
· Where there are double white lines in the centre of the road, even if one line is broken
· At suspended meter bays, or when use of the meter is not allowed
· Where there are temporary parking restrictions, such as roadworks or no-waiting cones

Blue Badge misuse
You must not:
· Let someone else use your Blue Badge if you are not with them
· Let someone use your badge to collect shopping, medication or anything else for you if you are not travelling with them
· Use your Blue Badge to sit in a parked vehicle while waiting for someone else
· Display your badge in a way that cannot be read from outside the vehicle
· Use an expired Blue Badge
· Use a Blue Badge if you are no longer eligible
· Tamper with a Blue Badge
· Make a copy of your Blue Badge

Displaying your Blue Badge
When parked, your Blue Badge must be:
· Fully visible from outside the vehicle
· Displayed with the side that says “Front – display this way up” facing upwards
Police officers, local council parking attendants and enforcement officers have the right to inspect your Blue Badge.
Check the latest guidance
Transport Scotland provides guidance when you first receive or renew your Blue Badge, and the latest information is available on MYGOV.SCOT.
We encourage Blue Badge holders, family members and carers to check the current guidance so they understand where they can and cannot park.

Need support?
If you have MND and need help applying for or renewing a Blue Badge, or understanding what support may be available, MND Scotland’s Support Team can help.
Contact us:
support@mndscotland.org.uk
0141 332 3903
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